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[ Abstract)

This article compares the Chinese edition of the People’s Daily, the
Japanese edition of the People’s Daily, and the PLA Daily to examine how
Chinese security discourse is reallocated across audiences under conditions of
pressure. It analyzes daily coding tables and original articles from 1 October
2025 to 9 March 2026, combining distributional comparison of actors,
policies, and issues with close textual reading. The Chinese edition embeds
security broadly in development, rule of law, livelihood, disaster response, and
technology. The Japanese edition foregrounds diplomacy, technology, Japan-
related issues, and external economic relations while downplaying details
of domestic governance. The PLA Daily links political work, discipline, the
spirit of army building, and joint operations, framing security as a problem of
military control and strengthening. The findings show that Chinese security

discourse does not harden uniformly but is asymmetrically reallocated across
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domestic, external, and military-facing channels. Daily coding tables also

prove useful for cross-media comparison and selecting texts for close reading.

Keywords: security discourse, People’s Daily, PLA Daily, external

communication, strategic narrative
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